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A disabled person often finds it difficult to make her, or his, voice heard; however, disabled people in the City of Newcastle, have the advantage of being able to link with Newcastle Disability Forum (NDF). NDF is an energetic, vocal and tireless group of disabled people who are working to destroy the barriers which prevent disabled people from living the full and independent lives to which they are entitled.

NDF represents, and draws its membership from, people with any physical or sensory impairment, carers of disabled people and other interested parties. Many NDF members also represent other organisations (over 70, at the last count!). Underpinning NDF activities is a strong commitment to the Social Model of Disability, anti-racism / equal opportunities. 

Newcastle Disability Forum was established at the end of 1988, in response to a growing feeling that disabled people should have a real influence regarding the City’s policies concerning everything from access and transport to education, training and housing.  NDF became a registered charity (number 1092038) in May 2002.


NDF is the principle organisation representing disabled people in the City consulted by local government and health authorities for advice and guidance on various issues that affect all disabled people. NDF operates in 6 main ways: 

(a) Bi-monthly open meetings, held in Newcastle Civic Centre on some 2nd Wednesdays of the month – See Schedule of Meetings, where invited speakers give presentations on various issues relating to disabled people, followed by discussions on current issues and the work of NDF. 

(b) Various regular working groups, which meet at the Dene Centre to deal with detailed topics, based on the concerns of NDF members. Attended by officers from appropriate authorities.
(c) Office-based activities where staff supported volunteers work together to improve accessibility and services across the City.

(d) Formal representation by NDF members at various statutory authority and voluntary sector meetings held across in the City. 

(e) Formal consultation with Newcastle City Council Directorates (including Social Services). 
(f)  Formal consultation with local Health Authorities and wide range of local health initiatives including the Newcastle Health Partnership, Health Action Zone and the Joint Action Group. NDF has been involved in the Community Care Forum, since its inception.  NDF members have also spoken at a number of Community Care conferences.

NDF has been successful in influencing the decision-making processes of local health authorities and Newcastle City Council policy decisions regarding many fundamental issues that affect local disabled people, including access, transport, health, community care, regeneration and sensory impairment.

The growing influence of NDF is reflected in the fact that the group’s expertise has increasingly become recognised and valued by organisations who may once have assumed that they were qualified to decide what disabled people might need in terms of services and facilities.


NDF members are delighted to be able to influence policies for the benefit of everyone. However, this growing influence also means that more disabled people are needed to come forward and share in NDF’s activities.

Joining Newcastle Disability Forum means working for all disabled people in Newcastle.  It is also a way of sharing in the satisfaction of belonging to an energetic and committed group.

If you decide to join NDF, there is no need to worry about being ‘flung in at the deep end’.  New members are encouraged and empowered to participate in any NDF-based activities that they are most interested in e.g. anyone wishing to become more skilled at reading and analysing policy documents can be given the necessary support. In-house training is arranged for new and current members. If you’re not interested in meetings, support and encouragement to complain about service. education or employment issues are available.
Wherever necessary the appropriate communication support can be provided and information can be supplied in the format most suitable to the individual.


If you would like to know more about the work of Newcastle Disability Forum, please contact our office:

Newcastle Disability Forum 

The Dene Centre, Castles Farm Road, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 1PH

Telephone: 0191 285 4556       Fax / Minicom:  0191 284 5313
e-mail:  enquiries@ndf.org.uk
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